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separated, this looked-for son was to be a new
pledge to bind them together for the future. In
June 1548 Seymour took his wife to Sudeley Castle
for her confinement; and from there carried on,
through his agents with the King, his secret plots
to supersede his brother Somerset as Protector of
the realm. He and his wife were surrounded by a
retinue so large, as of itself to constitute a menace
to the Protector ; but Katharine's royal title gave a
pretext for so large a household, and this and her
personal influence secured whilst she lived her
husband's safety from attack by his brother.
At   length, on  the  $oth   August,  Katharine's
child was born, a daughter, and at first all went
well.     Even   Somerset,  angry and   distrustful as
he was, was infected by his brother's joy, and sent
congratulations.   But on the fourth day the mother
became excited, and wandered somewhat; saying
that she thought she would die, and that she was
not being well treated.    "Those who are about
me do not care for me, but stand laughing at my
grief/1 she complained to her friend Lady Tyrwhitt,
This was evidently directed against Seymour, who
stood by.     "Why, sweetheart/' he said, " I would
you no hurt."    fc No, my Lord," replied Katharine,
" I   think so ;   but,"  she whispered, ff you have
given me many shrewd taunts."   This seems to
have troubled Seymour, and he suggested to Lady
Tyrwhitt that he should lie on the bed by the
Queen's side and try to calm her; but his efforts
were  without effect,  for she continued excitedly
to say that she had not been properly dealt with.
These facts, related and magnified by attendants,
and   coupled   with   Seymour's   desire   to   marry